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Preface
This work is the product of a long and tortuous phase of planning and
elaboration, which in part can be traced back, albeit indirectly, to the
research I did for my degree thesis in Bologna. Galeotto was a volume
bought at the stalls of the fascinating book market in Boulevard Saint-
Germain in Paris. That book reading experience was followed by a study
of the institutions of government, presidents, and parties. The research
work then continued, and partly stems from the rewarding years I spent
on my doctorate in Comparative and European Politics at the University
of Siena.
What actually makes a president of the republic a leader in (semi-)
presidential regimes? And when, if ever, is it possible for a party leader,
once he or she has become the head of government in a parliamentary
regime, to come close to the style of leadership in similar cases in which
the separation of powers exists? If institutions inﬂuence the behavior
of politicians, and thus of the parties, it is necessary to understand and
explain if and in what way it is possible to refer to “presidentialized”
party organizations outside of the institutional context that deﬁnes its
characteristics: the presidential regime.
The present state of affairs, in very brief terms, embraces those, on
the one side, who maintain that it is almost exclusively the institu-
tions that inﬂuence, condition, and make possible (or not) party (and
therefore also political) presidentialization. On the other side, we ﬁnd
those who insist that political presidentialization – intended as a cen-
tralization of governmental, elective, and party functions – is a veriﬁable
“tendency” in practically all Western democracies. For various reasons,
we would argue that, to this dichotomy, can be added – as we shall see
in detail in the Introduction – a variable: the component connected to
the nature of the parties analyzed, which can contribute to spotlighting
a phenomenon that is being widely discussed throughout the (not only
academic) world. In light of these different research hypotheses, in this
book we seek to approach our analysis by ﬂanking the party variable
with the institutional one.
In fact, the aim of the research is to understand the variation in levels
of party presidentialization in various institutional contexts.
The basic research question is: To what extent does party
presidentialization vary as a function of party features? In the
xi
xii Preface
constitutional/regime-type framework – that is, separation of powers
or not – that affects presidentialization, we need to ask whether the
(genetic) features of the parties have affected the degree and the kind
of party presidentialization in each country. The time span the authors
refer to covers the governments and elections that took place from the
early 1990s up to 2014. The focus will be on the two or three most rel-
evant political parties: those who won the elections and/or who are the
most relevant challengers.
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